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Demolishing our 
heritage 

Your article already established that the property 

the Christian Garber house is located on was deeded 

in 1741 from John Penn, Thomas Penn and Richard 

Penn, sons of the founder of Pennsylvania, William 

Penn. 

If you watch the legal notices in your Classified 

section closely, once a year or so, the Brothers Penn 

find themselves litigants in legal actions to "Quiet 

Titles" on land in Lancaster County that their names 

are still on. 

To add some perspective on the soon-to-be-

demolished Christian Garber house, consider this: 

When it was built in 1753 -- some 259 years ago -- 

Pennsylvania was still a British colony and 

Christian Garber was a British subject of King 

George II. There was a community of Native 

Americans living some six miles away in 

Washington Boro, they being the Conestoga 

Indians, who were later massacred in 1763. 

The first railroad in Pennsylvania -- the state-owned 

Philadelphia & Columbia, opened in 1834 -- passed 

within 100 yards of this house until it was rerouted 

in 1840. You can still spot some of the stone 

"sleeper" blocks that held the rails from that line in 

the remaining corners of the recently demolished 

barn next to the house. 

Now we are casually throwing this all away for 

what, another strip mall or housing development? 

Wake up, Lancaster County. It is later than we 

think. Once our heritage like this is destroyed, it is 

gone forever. 

Kerry Glenn, Columbia 

Several articles about the 

historic property have been published in the 

Lancaster Intelligencer Journal/New Era, here is an 

excerpt from the article published on January 31, 

2012. 

“Historic house faces 
demolition 

“Stone structure in West Hempfield Twp. on 
'watch list' of county preservation group 

“A historic house that has stood in West Hempfield 

Township for 259 years could soon face the 

wrecking ball. 

"‘We have issued a demolition permit for the 

(Gerber-Garber) house,’ township manager Ron 

Youtz said Jan. 25. 

“He said most permits issued by the township have 

a one-year expiration date. And, now that the 

demolition permit has been issued, he said the 

matter is out of the township's hands. 

“Barring any last-minute reprieve or legal 

challenges -- which supporters of the historic 

property say are highly unlikely -- the stone house 

on the Gerber-Garber farmstead built in 1753 could 

be demolished soon to make room for development. 

“The house, sitting on land deeded by William 

Penn's sons in 1741 to Christian Garber, has been 

severely damaged by vandalism lately. 

"‘It's in sad shape,’ Youtz said. 

“According to the Lancaster County Geographic 

Information System website, the Gerber-Garber 

farmstead, 3948 Continental Drive, is owned by “ 


