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Cat concerns in W. 
Hempfield 

I live in the Farmdale development in West 
Hempfield Township. I am writing about cats on the 
loose. I agree that the Humane League can't solve all 
the problems with the cat population. The owners of 
their cats should be more responsible. 

There should be a law that cats, like dogs, should 
have license and be on a leash. At any given time in 
my yard or on the street, there are two to three cats 
roaming. 

They do their business in our flower beds and grass 
and leave a bad odor. Something must be done 
about this problem. 

As a dog owner and lover, I must obey the law. 

As Stephanie Hoffmaster once wrote in a letter, let's 
crack down on roaming cats. There are no free 
programs for dogs, and there shouldn't be any for 
cats either. 

Bonnie J. Spangler, West Hempfield Township 

'Access card' use raises 
eyebrows 

On April 9, my family went shopping for a few 

items. Ahead of us in the "Express" line was a 

woman using her Access card while talking on her 

smart phone. 

Upon drawing my husband's attention to this fact, my 

youngest asked, "What's a smart phone?" I answered, 

"It's a more expensive cellphone than what we can 

afford." 

The woman using the Access card gave me a sly look 

and walked away from the cashier with a pack of gum 

and a $100 bill. 

When I was paying for my 

items, I asked the cashier to confirm that what I saw 

was, in fact, what had happened. She did, adding that it 

makes her blood boil each time she has to do it -- the 

woman bought a pack of gum and received cash back 

using her Access card. 

She had actually done the same transaction twice. The 

woman purchased two packs of gum and received $200 

of tax-free money. 

My husband and I both work full time, so we, in essence, 

provided her the money by the taxes we pay. You're 

welcome. 

It is no wonder the country and its hardworking middle 

class is on their way to financial ruin. If, indeed, we're 

not already there. 

Lee Ressler, Lancaster 

(Editors' note: A Department of Welfare spokeswoman explains that 

the Access card provides cash assistance and medical assistance, as 

well as food stamps. Cash assistance amounts to $400 a month for a 

family of four who qualifies. The spokeswoman encourages citizens to 

call the Welfare Fraud Tipline -- 1-800-932-0582 -- when they 
suspect Access card abuse.) 

Officers lauded 

Kudos to officers Joseph Graczyk and Juanita 

Martinez-Bender and Sgt. Damon Greathouse of the 

Lancaster city police force for saving the life of the 

choking city toddler. Their quick response and 

actions prevented a tragedy to this tot's family. 

It was heartwarming to read this story in the 

Intell/New Era recently. 

These police officers are to be commended. We 

sometimes take our police men and women for 

granted. Bless them and their families. 

Bonnie Ries, Manor Township 

 


