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Countian's plight shows need for 
universal health care 

On Dec. 17 at the Leola Fire Hall, we were wonderfully 
immersed in what it means to be human in a world filled 
with noise, trouble and uncertainties, when we were 
reminded how actions driven by love and profound 
kindness lift hearts and heal the spirit in so many ways. 

Saturday was the benefit auction for Jimmy Faus, a 26-
year-old man suffering from cancer with no medical 
insurance to defray the staggering cost of the fight for 
his life. When the auction closed, over $13,000 was 
raised from bidders who were there to support Jimmy 
and his family. 

We want to acknowledge the many contributors to 
Jimmy's fundraiser, many of whom had never met 
Jimmy and just wanted to do anything they could to help 
him: 

Emily Craddock (event chair and friend); Herb Hoover 
(auction itself and sound); Randy Ranck (auctioneer, 
event humorist); Pam Craddock (donations and public 
relations); Ryan Bunting and Vicki Anderson (owners of 
Joe's Wings and Wieners -- 10 percent of food proceeds 
and auction planning); Jeff Martin (friend); Dave and 
Deann Werner (flyers and printouts); Claresse Gehman 
(bake sale); Marie Crawford. 

Joyce Campbell (auction clerk and public relations); 
Chris Zook (auction clerk); Kim O'Brien (auction clerk 
and PR); Cate Craddock (donations); Jonathan Hurst 
(cooked at Joe's); Cleason Hoover (helped everywhere); 
Sean Internado (donations and cleanup); Pam and Gary 
Internado (setup); Lisa Butler (helped at Joe's); Holly 
Geerdes (donations, cleanup); and the many others who 
showed up to help and whose names we don't even 
know. 

And perhaps most of all, thank you to Jimmy Faus, who 
inspired donors and buyers alike with his courage and 
strength to come to the auction for a brief time in spite of 
the hardships of his condition, which included being 
attached to his chemotherapy in his backpack. His spirit 
flowed throughout the entire event. 

Jimmy's presence was a visual reminder how our 
spiritual lives come into full bloom when we listen and 
respond to neighbors in need. 

Closing wishes: 1. Let us really care for one another, and 
2. Let us admit that health insurance is a basic human 
necessity and should be funded so no one is without. 

Having to hold a fundraiser to pay for lifesaving medical 
bills like Jimmy's chemotherapy is a national disgrace. 
We are better than this. National health insurance is a 
pro-life issue everyone of faith and conscience should be 
supporting. Our humanness calls us to do no less. 

Charlie Worrall & Lois Silver, Mountville 

The rich already pay their 
fair share to Uncle Sam 

President Obama's campaign rhetoric is the constant 

drumbeat, "The rich should pay their fair share." 

The fact is the rich pay not only their fair share but 

virtually all of the personal income tax of approximately 

$1 trillion per year. The top 1 percent income earners 

pay 19 percent of the tax, the top 10 percent pay 70 

percent of the tax, the bottom 48 percent pay no federal 

income tax whatsoever yet enjoy all the benefits of those 

who pay. I am in the 99 percent not the 1 percent. 

In 2010, 230,00 taxpayers out of 160 million earned $1 

million or more. If Obama took all of their income it 

would not make a pinprick in the $15 trillion deficit. 

I have a relative, the manager of a nuclear power plant, 

who earns approximately $1 million. He pays over 

$300,000 in federal taxes and $100,00 in state and local 

taxes, altogether approximately 45 percent of his 

income.  

Obama's class warfare rhetoric is using two of the deadly 

human sins to further his political purposes, 

covetousness and envy. 

If all of the millionaires left the U.S. tomorrow, say 

moved to Brazil, would anyone be better off? Of course 

not. Income distributions would be much flatter (Obama 

says fairer), but everyone would be worse off. Most of 

the income tax revenue would be gone and those 

millionaires would be purchasing their goods and 

services somewhere else. 

I had many jobs growing up and while in college, farms 

jobs, factory jobs, construction jobs. I was never hired 

by a poor man. 

Richard C. Bauder, Manor Township 


