
 

 

Dear fellow Penn Staters, 

I have recently decided to run for the Penn State 
Board of Trustees and am writing to ask for your 
nomination.  I would like to give a little background 
about why I am running, why I believe I would be an 
asset to the board and finally how you can nominate 
me if you agree I would be a good candidate.   

My Penn State story is a little different than what 
might be expected from an alumna seeking a 
position on the Board of Trustees.  My parents are 
both immigrants, and in my house football was what 
Americans call soccer.  I was not a Penn State legacy. 
 I applied to at least ten schools and selected Penn 
State as the best value (the honors program 
provided me with a half tuition scholarship) for an 
engineering education.  Nevertheless, having grown 
up in Pittsburgh I came to Penn State generally 
aware of its reputation for athletic, academic and 
financial success.  As an undergraduate, I took full 
advantage of many of the extracurricular 
opportunities Penn State provided.   

I rushed and joined a sorority; I participated in many 
multicultural events and became President of the 
Indian Student Association.  Based on a great 
undergraduate experience, I once again chose Penn 
State for my graduate education over other 
institutions to which I had been accepted.  By the 
time I left, I realized I'd found a place that shared 
my faith in the possibility of achieving greatness 
without sacrificing core values or compromising 
personal integrity.  In Penn State, I'd found an 
institution and fellow alumni who shared my 
emphasis on hard work and merit and who are 
exemplars of these traits throughout the world.   

When fortune permitted in 2006, I felt compelled to 
endow scholarships with my husband Ron (also an 
honors engineer) to pay Penn State back for the 
great opportunity it had provided us. Although I 
thought Penn State was a great institution back in 
the 1990s while a student, attending alumni 
activities since our endowment have opened my 
eyes to Penn State's status among the most 
competitive and elite institutions in the nation. 
 Additionally, I have had the privilege of 
participating on the Schreyer Honors College 
Alumni Board, of which I am now the President, and 
more recently the Penn State General Alumni 

Council.  These have given me opportunities to 
understand how Penn State functions and its goals 
for the future.   

As an undergraduate and graduate student of Penn 
State, I have a strong interest in our continued 
success.  I believe I can provide a fresh and 
constructive view to the board and would appreciate 
your support in allowing me to do that.  My goal on 
the board would be to ensure that Penn State does 
not stray from our open and inclusive institutional 
culture while continuing to provide an excellent and 
well rounded education. My experiences as a 
student and volunteer at Penn State allow me to 
understand the issues and decisions the institution 
is facing now and in the foreseeable future.  Critical 
thinking, pro-active problem solving and clear 
communication are the key skills I have honed as an 
engineer and project manager over the last 20 years. 
 These attributes are well-suited both to tackling the 
complex issues that will face the board in the 
coming years and to providing the requisite 
transparency as to the manner in which they are 
addressed.  

For most of you on this list, you know that I am a 
sincere individual that would not run for a position 
unless I planned to be dedicated to it.  Although I 
have other philanthropic interests, I have chosen 
Penn State to be the main focus of my time, talent 
and treasure because of the impact this great 
institution does and will continue to have on so 
many individuals.   

If you are willing to support me, please include my 
name when you complete your ballot [Pratima S 
Gatehouse 1996].  If you did not receive an 
electronic ballot, you can request one by e-mailing 
the Board of Trustees at BOT@psu.edu and 
providing them with your complete name, year of 
graduation, college/major, and current e-mail and 
home addresses.  If there are other Penn Staters 
amongst your friends or family that you think agree 
with my positions, please ask them to support my 
nomination and/or have them contact me at 
pratima.gate@gmail.com or 814.574.1181. 
 Additionally, I would love to hear from those of you 
who nominate me so I can thank you and make sure 
I address your concerns if elected. 

Thank you, Pratima 
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