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Political pipeline 

In reference to Paul Taylor's letter [Jan. 29] about 

Gil Smart's explanation of Joe Pitts' thoughts on the 

Keystone XL pipeline, there are things that require 

further clarification. 

Mr. Taylor and Mr. Smart did not find it relevant to 

mention that this project had been one of the most 

studied projects concerning the environment over 

the past three years. 

Even the State Department had given its blessing 

for the pipeline to proceed, which is required since 

it crosses over the border from Canada. 

Since each state it goes through must issue a permit, 

there was a question by Nebraska environmentalists 

about its path through the an aquifer, but the 

governor has agreed to change the route to bypass 

this area. 

So, Mr. Obama doesn't need more time to study 

anything. His only delay is caused by deciding 

which faction of the electorate he wants to go 

against -- his union buddies (who are in favor of it) 

or the environmentalists (who he probably thinks 

would be more harmful to his political campaign). 

Harold R. Sherick, Columbia 

No loser in this game 

When you hear about a high school sports story, 

you might think: Who won the game? What did an 

overzealous parent do? What happened after the 

game? 

When you hear about what Donegal and Manheim 

Central did ["A poignant break in the rivalry," Jan. 

29] , it gives you goose bumps. It makes you realize 

that high school sports are 

good and necessary. The game is not always based 

on wins and losses. 

What these young men and women did exceeded 

any expectation we have for high school kids. These 

kids brought together two communities during one 

of the most horrific times in their young lives. They 

have taught us a valuable lesson that we should use 

each and every day. 

These kids need to be thanked for doing a great 

thing, because that day in Mount Joy, we all won. 

Bill Jones, Marietta 

Willing to work 

We are a third-generation brother and sister who 

grew up on our family dairy farm and are now 

owners. 

Gil Smart's Jan. 29 column shows a lack of 

understanding of employment on today's farms and 

the economic structure of food production. 

Food production and pricing are highly regulated by 

the federal government. [We] cannot simply raise 

the price of a gallon of milk because we want to 

hire more employees or provide higher wages. 

Foreign competition also is a factor. 

We pay our employees competitively and provide 

housing and other benefits.The idea that farmers 

hire immigrant labor because it's cheap is false. 

They are hired because they are willing to work in 

an industry that must operate every day. They are 

willing to do jobs that are dirty, that are physically 

demanding and that subject them to extreme 

weather conditions. 



Few Americans have answered our help-wanted 

ads. But crops must be harvested, cows must be 

milked, and eggs must be collected to keep 

supermarkets filled. We have to use the labor force 

that's available. 

It's not about higher wages. It's about who will do 

the work, what farmers are getting paid for their 

products, and what they can afford to pay their 

employees and themselves. 

Lisa A. and Byron W. Graybeal, Graywood Farms, 

Fulton Township 

 

 

 


