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Gay marriage 
coming, ready or not 

This letter is to anybody who has ever struggled 
with homosexuality. Don't listen to anybody 
who tells you that being gay is not normal. That 
kind of talk is the result of fear and ignorance. 
You have the right to be who God created you 
to be. 

Bible-bangers who dig out quotes about 
homosexuality are misinformed and they are a 
danger to any freedom-loving American. Gay 
marriage is coming, so why do they waste 
money and effort trying to stop a moving train? 
It's inevitable. 

It is not a choice, it's scientific reality. Science 
starts with the facts and draws a conclusion. 
Religious zealots start with the Bible and 
connect the dots to make the "facts" fit. Don't 
listen to bigots; there are many Christian 
churches who will accept you as you are, the 
same as God. 

Learn more about God and gays at Gay Pride 
Day in Lancaster at Buchanan Park on June 16. 
Talk to informed Christians. 

Christine Macready, West Hempfield 
Township 

People do use phone books 

A couple of things concerning telephone books. 

nâ€‚Nearly every phone book is made of 35 
percent or more of recycled paper. 

Many people, including 
myself, still use the book. People such as the 
elderly, those who are computer illiterate or 
people without cellphones also use them. 

The type is much bigger than on a cellphone. If 
you personally do not want one, you can call the 
number inside the book and opt out of your 
delivery. Or you can simply pick up your book 
and put it in your recycling bin since you are so 
concerned about the tree population. 

Lastly, do you have any idea of the number of 
jobs you would cost this county by "starting a 
national rebellion"? There are roughly 150-200 
or more people that print/bind these books at 
R.R. Donnelley printing. So, for the sake of the 
economy, just recycle your book. 

Bob Lapp, Manor Township 

Teamwork at Hand impresses 

The Hand Middle School meeting, introducing 
to parents this summer's Exit Lancaster 
program for their children, convinced me the 
time has come to share my discoveries. 

The parents came in hordes, it seemed, with 
smiling anticipation and clear appreciation for 
the new adventures and affirmation this 
program will bring over the school's summer 
break. 

Begun 11 years ago by teachers Tyrone Bair and 
Shayne Meadows, the adventure broadens 
children's horizons and affirms their growth and 
insights into ways they can contribute to the 
greater world, far away or right here in their 
hometown. 



Earlier this spring, this newspaper featured 
Hand's Miss Ressler, the music teacher whose 
zest and skill encourage students so effectively. 
Now in the office the four-foot model $2,300 
check, won by her grant application and 
presented by Music in the Schools, impresses 
students that they're participating citizens of 
our community. And, of course, they look 
forward to the clarinets and guitars the grant 
will provide. 

This month, at the all-city math contest, Hand 
students won first and third places. 

At the all-city choral event, each Hand student 
who auditioned won a place. 

At the all-city orchestral event, each Hand 
student who auditioned also won a place. 

Fine honors, these, for all of us to savor. Yet, my 
two months substituting in the Hand Middle 
School office have most impressed me with the 
gentle, affirming words of teachers and staff as 
they pass students in the office, clearly 
demonstrating that they understand the 
children and await emerging maturity. 

The Boys and Girls Club extended-day program 
gives allure and challenge to many students. 
Ponessa counselors help troubled students work 
toward understanding and growth. 

So, I appreciate my time watching the 
teamwork at Hand, a time of surprising new 
understanding of young folks and the ever-
rising human spirit. 

Yes, it takes a village to raise a child. And a 
throng of children can affirm and renew an 
adult just as well. 

Judy Kay Bard, Marietta 

 


