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Spoofing 
themselves 

Way to go with your new "spot the satire" 
feature in the May 11 newspaper. 

Most people probably read the "Gun ban" article 
on Conoy Township supervisors' "oops 
moment" and took it seriously. It seems they 
were attempting to ensure Second Amendment 
rights for park visitors when they inadvertently 
shot themselves in the foot by overlooking an 
existing ban on park firearms. 

But when I read the quote detailing a whole list 
of other, obviously ridiculous park prohibitions, 
(swearing, drinking, uprooting trees, parking on 
the grass), I knew it had to be a spoof. 

Said township supervisor Mariani: "I never saw 
so many ... rules in my life!" See the film 
"Idiocracy" and you will get the context. 

Dave Stadden, Manor Township 

Those once-every-4-year voters 

I worked at the 2012 election. One fact amazed 
me: the number of people who vote only in the 
presidential elections. 

In fact, because they vote only in the 
presidential elections, a few weren't sure if they 
were registered to vote because they didn't 
recall if they voted in 2008. 

I'm just wondering why people vote only in the 
presidential elections. The off-year elections are 
just as important as the presidential ones 
because they deal mostly with state and local 
affairs. 

If you don't vote in this 
year's primary and November elections, please 
don't grumble about who won or about issues 
that weren't settled to your satisfaction. 

Alexis Francos, Lancaster 

Transporting oil  

What a beautiful picture on page one, "Mile-
long trains ride rails here," May 8. More than 
three million gallons of North American crude 
oil enroute to a domestic refinery on a private 
right of way operated by Norfolk Southern, one 
of our country's most efficient railroads. And 
the move reportedly is repeated once or twice a 
day. Needed crude from our friendly neighbor 
to the north without the need for more 
pipelines or highway transit. May it continue 
and grow. 

D. Garth Wise, Brecknock Township 

Criticism of ACORN unwarranted 

When a newspaper's editors pick and choose 
which letters get printed, are they not vouching 
for the veracity and truthfulness of the claims 
presented? 

For example, a letter printed on May 6, "Voter-
ID law needed in Pa.," the letter writer, Paul J. 
McCracken, makes several very specific claims 
that are questionable at best and outright false 
in most cases. 

Mr. McCracken reiterates the right-wing attacks 
on ACORN, believing them responsible for 
massive voter fraud, when in fact several 
investigations have found no evidence of 
wrongdoing on the part of ACORN. 



ACORN was, in fact, defunded by Congress 
because of controversial secretly filmed videos 
that have since been proven to be highly 
doctored and conveniently edited. ACORN did 
not lose its funding for sponsoring voter fraud. 

Mr. McCracken's assertion that thousands of 
signatures were found to be fraudulent after the 
2008 election is an outright lie, one perpetuated 
by the governor himself. There has been no 
evidence of voter fraud in this state in any 
recent election. The governor knows this full 
well and, if Mr. McCracken would do his 
research instead of restating GOP talking 
points, he would know this, as well. 

The claim that 5,000 illegal aliens voted in 
Colorado's 2010 elections, and that 12,000 
illegals are registered to vote in that state, is not 
only bogus it is a ludicrous claim. First of all, it 
is impossible to know exactly how many illegals 
reside in any one state or county. These 
numbers were ascertained by counting the 
number of voter registrations where the box 
asking if the voter was a U.S. citizen was left 
unmarked.  

Why, might I ask, would a person who is 
registering to vote illegally not claim to be a 
U.S. citizen? Most likely, the omission of a 
check mark to this question was an oversight by 
the applicant. 

The fact is that voter ID is a solution to a nearly 
non-existent problem. The GOP has targeted 
so-called swing states where they are at a 
registration disadvantage and are further 
targeting demographics that are hostile to the 
conservative cause. 

Until such time as Mr. McCracken or anyone 
can offer definitive proof that voter fraud has 
occurred in Pennsylvania and/or the state issues 
photo identification cards to every citizen, free 
of charge, I will continue to view voter ID for 
what it truly is, an attempt by the GOP to 
circumvent the will of the people and 
disenfranchise millions of legal voters. 

James A. Henry, East Hempfield Township 

 

 

 


