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Perdue supporter ignores 

health risks 

In his May 14 letter, Carl Meiss, President of the 
state Grange, expresses support for the 
proposed Perdue soybean crushing plant in 
Conoy Township, and claims to have trouble 
understanding opposition to the construction of 
such a facility. He touts its benefits to the local 
economy, but fails to acknowledge the health 
and safety concerns the public has raised. 

It's as if all that exists are products and profits, 
with no thought of the need to live and breathe 
in the midst of all this local industry. 

As a local farmer who lives downwind from the 
proposed factory, let me explain to Mr. Meiss 
why some folks have serious concerns. While it 
is true that it would be local, resulting in shorter 
trips for local farms to have their grain 
processed, that's about the only positive aspect 
of the plant. 

In fact, Perdue plans to dump tons of hexane 
into the atmosphere in an area along the river 
already prone to weather inversions that result 
in serious health problems for people with 
breathing difficulties. Perdue is essentially 
trying to set up shop in a conservative, business-
friendly community that it hopes is not too 
concerned about its already poor air quality. 

Mr. Meiss represents a version of agriculture 
that has surrendered to the bleak vision of a 
food system built on large-scale grain 
production, mostly corn and soy. With a large 
portion of our food being highly processed 
combinations of these two nutritionally 
deficient grains, we are promoting a food 

system which has surrendered to a failure of 
imagination. 

Our local agriculture needs leadership that is 
not content to ignore public health in its pursuit 
of profit. 

David T. Dietz, Hellam 

Why don’t taxes go down? 

I have a friend in Alabama and, in 2005, I said 
"What are your taxes?" and he said "$286." I 
said, "No, your total taxes." "That's it. We only 
have county tax and school tax. No city or 
township tax." I said, "How is that?" He said, "I 
guess because we receive a revenue from the oil 
companies from the Gulf of Mexico with the 
adjoining states." 

Then I saw my friend this April and I said, 
"What are your taxes now?" and he said 
"$182.82," and I said, "How is that possible?" He 
said, "Every year that you live in the state of 
Alabama, your taxes go down." 

The state of Pennsylvania, look into this. Can 
you imagine property taxes in Lancaster city 
being 15 times more than a single home in 
Alabama? 

What money comes into the city and what goes 
out? Do we get county funds? What about state 
funds?  

Well, we did get $10 million for a baseball park, 
so maybe we did get other money.  

Did we get natural gas money in Pennsylvania? 
Yes, we did ... every county. 



Did the millage rate or the taxes in Lancaster go 
down in the last 20 years, and if not, why not? 

Why don't the taxes ever go down? 

Is there a code where you have to spend every 
cent that you've got to keep raising taxes? 

Edgar N. Wright, Lancaster 


