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Editorial 
Aument billion dollar carrot 

State Rep. Ryan Aument, of Landisville, is 
dangling a billion-dollar carrot in front of the 
nose of public schools in an attempt to gain 
support for privatization of the state liquor 
store system. 

Aument has introduced legislation that would 
funnel up to $1 billion in potential revenue from 
the sale of the 600 Wine & Spirits stores to 
Pennsylvania's public school districts. 

The prospect of a billion-dollar infusion of 
capital is inviting. It could mean as much as $37 
million more for Lancaster County's 17 school 
districts over four years -- from $434,000 for 
Pequea Valley to $9.4 million for the School 
District of Lancaster. 

This money could mean restoring classes or 
programs that fell victim to the budget-cutters 
or adding some. This money could help make 
schools safer. 

If the only consequence of privatization was 
additional money for schools, this proposal 
would be a no-brainer. 

But the cost to society from privatization will be 
far more than the extra dollars it extracts from 
the pockets of drinkers. 

Under legislation approved in March by 
Aument and his colleagues in the House, the 

number of privately held retail liquor licenses 
would be double that of state stores -- 1,200. 

And when alcohol is more available, you can bet 
liquor consumption increases. So do alcohol-
related traffic accidents and driving offenses. So 
do criminal assaults. There are more broken 
families. More health problems, such as 
cirrhosis of the liver. 

A University of Pittsburgh study last year 
concluded that liquor privatization would 
threaten Pennsylvania's ranking as the state 
having the lowest alcohol-related mortality rate 
in America. 

Using data from the National Center for Health 
Statistics, the study's authors calculated that 
Pennsylvania had just 3.7 alcohol-related deaths 
per 100,000 over the previous eight years. This 
compares to 19.5 in Alaska, which had the 
highest rate. 

The Aument proposal brings with it a second 
unintended consequence. 

The billion dollars would not provide a 
permanent funding stream, but merely a four-
year infusion of dollars into school budgets. 
After the fourth year, then what? How will 
schools plug the hole created by the end of the 
liquor dollars? By downsizing? Tax increases? 

Substantial changes could salvage this proposal. 



If the privatization plan simply sold off the state 
stores and did not authorize creation of 
additional stores, the commonwealth could 
maintain the present constraints on alcohol use. 
This would give consumers the financial 
benefits that come from privatization. 

And if the proceeds of the sale were set aside in 
a trust fund for schools, or for pension relief, 
not squandered on operating expenses, there 
would be permanent value from the sale and no 
incentive to increase spending to an 
unsustainable level. 

But, as it stands, the Aument proposal does not 
put meat on the bones of public education. It 
only will give them a billion-dollar "sugar high" 
that will taste good briefly, then transform into 
unwanted fat. 

The prospect of a billion-dollar infusion of 
capital for schools is inviting. But at what cost 
to society? 

 


