
Columbia, PA January 13, 2003

This regular meeting of the Columbia Borough Council was called to order on
January 13, 2003, at 7:02 p.m. by Council President Wright.

Roll call was taken with the following Councilmembers being present:  Gerfin,
Resch, Rupp, Stark, Vecchiolli, Wickenheiser, and Wright.  Mayor Lutz was also present
at this meeting.

The invocation was led by Pastor Tom Stellhorn, Intern, St. John’s Lutheran
Church.

The pledge to the flag was led by Mayor Lutz.

Councilman Rupp motioned to adjourn the regular meeting to a public hearing to
discuss Ordinance 715 and Councilman Resch seconded.  All favored this motion.

Council President Wright called this public hearing for Ordinance 715 to order at
7:05 p.m.  This ordinance amends the Official Borough Map.  

Eric White, 14 Lancaster Avenue, stated that he first started his business on
Locust Street and then decided it was time to make an investment purchasing their own
building.  At that time they entered into negotiations to purchase the property located at
14 Lancaster Avenue and was successful in that purchase.  He explained the condition
of the property and added that the entire time he was working on the building he met
with some resistance from the neighbors but the renovations were completed.  He was
required to remove the underground storage tanks and went through the land
development process to build on an addition, which was another investment in the
property.  Eric stated that unfortunately they closed the business in 1994 but still
maintained ownership of the property while renting to some good and some bad
tenants.  The property is located at one of the best retail locations in Columbia with
parking and great exposure.  He talked about the fact that the Borough wanted to put a
park beside his property and did so without telling anyone about it including the property
owners on either side of this park.  The Borough also didn’t ask the citizens whether
they wanted the road closed.  He explained that during the planning of this park a
portion of his property was taken and construction was started without notification.  He
stated that there has been no communication with the Borough for years and when they
built this park, despite his protests, the ground was opened up within 14 feet of a
monitoring well and this completely ruined the integrity of the well.

Eric went on to say that Councilmembers have now added his property to the
official map and told him in August this was a good thing for him.  Since that time he has
had five interested people all of whom backed out because they didn’t want to take a
chance on the property.  Anyone moving into the property would have to do some work
or modifications and they couldn’t do any of that so the property sits empty.  He stated
that all of this was based on the comprehensive plan that the Borough paid some
consultant for years ago. He added that this was a river town with historical aspects and
Council was not taking advantage of this.  He attended the meeting where the church
group fought with Council over use of the boat ramp.  He asked that the town clean up
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the River Park to attract people, which would help the merchants.  He added that he has
not heard a citizen speak good of either the greenway or the proposed use of his
property and this would cost the taxpayers.  He stated that he would have to wait up to
a year to do something with his property and this was not right.

Ron Sahd, 950 Chestnut Street, stated he was here tonight to ask questions and
thought that Council knew how he stood on this issue.

He asked why the Borough was attempting to place Sahd Salvage rail line on the
official map now rather than waiting until the status of the line was resolved by the
Borough’s appeal of the STB’s order, allowing Sahd Salvage to purchase the line, as
was suggested by the Chairman of the Planning Commission at the Legislative
Committee meeting.  Council President Wright stated that he couldn’t speak for the
Chairman of the Planning Commission but there were a lot of items being put on the
map going back to the comprehensive plan and it was not a matter of who the present
owner was; it was just long range planning for the Borough.  Ron added that the
Borough currently has this case which they are appealing, yet Council was preempting
that decision by putting the property on the map.  Ron’s question was why the Borough
was doing this instead of waiting for the system to come up with an answer.
Councilwoman Wickenheiser explained that this was an amendment to the original
ordinance of the official map, with the original ordinance being passed within the last
two years, and at that time there were plans to place this abandoned rail line on the
official map.  There were questions regarding the exact description of the rail line, at
that time, as it was drawn on the official map so it was withdrawn from that original
ordinance and now that those issues have been resolved it was prudent to add all three
items to the map at the same time.  Councilwoman Stark added that what was being
appealed currently before the Third Circuit Court was not Sahd Salvage’s right to own
the line but the Borough’s right to plan for land use and that ties back to what the official
map was about.  The corridor on the official map was being called a greenway, not
Sahd Salvage railroad and the definition of a greenway was very broad.  She explained
that all the Borough’s documents have called out for this area to be a greenway and that
was what the Borough was defending in the Third Circuit Court.  If something changes
or Mr. Sahd begins the process, the Borough has a year to act on that as far as the
official map was concerned.  Councilwoman Stark explained that at some point they
need to add the definition of a greenway, which comes from the Pennsylvania
Greenways Action Plan.  Ron stated it was not that picture behind Councilwoman Stark.
Councilwoman Stark stated that it could be.  Ron stated it could be but it was not
because there was a rail line there and there was none on the master plan that the
Borough paid for.  Council President Wright suggested that Councilwoman Stark read
the description for Mr. Sahd.  Councilwoman Stark read into the record that a greenway
is a corridor of open space; a greenway varies greatly in scale from narrow ribbons of
green that run through urban, suburban, and rural areas to wider corridors that
incorporate diverse natural, cultural, and scenic features; they can incorporate private
and public property and it can be land or water based; they may follow old railways,
canals, ridge tops, stream corridors, shore lines, wet lands, and include water trails for
non-motorized craft; some greenways are recreational corridors or scenic byways that
may accommodate motorized or non-motorized vehicles; others function almost
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exclusively for environmental protection or not designed for human passage; greenways
differ in their location and function but overall a greenway will protect natural, cultural,
scenic resources, provide recreation benefits, enhance natural beauty, quality of life in
neighborhoods and communities and stimulate economic development opportunities.
Ron Sahd stated that he did not hear active railroad.  Councilwoman Stark explained
that she did not write this.  Ron Sahd stated he knew that and he cautioned the Borough
about using the term abandoned because that was a legal term and the railroad has
never officially been abandoned.  He asked the Solicitor if that was what the Borough
was appealing and not the entire decision of the STB and he asked that the people be
told the entire truth.  

Ron asked if the Borough had considered Mr. Moreno’s August 20, 2002, letter to
Mr. Nikolaus regarding the Official Borough Map and the Borough’s ability to enforce
sections 405 and 406 of the Municipalities Planning Code to restrict Sahd Salvage’s
restoration of rail service on this rail line.  

Ron stated that he called the Lancaster County Planning Commission and found
that out of the entire county there were only five or six townships, boroughs, or
municipalities that have an official map and they use this for streets and roads.  He
added that if the line becomes abandoned he would be 100% for this and Sahd Salvage
was for a dual use, yet somehow this gets translated another way.  He wants to
preserve rail service because it is along an industrial corridor and it’s important to the
community.  Small business is very important to the community and the State of
Pennsylvania lacks small businesses and asked why this Council couldn’t take the
initiative to start some small businesses here.  

Ron asked if the Borough recognized the jurisdiction of the STB over the rail line
until such time as the STB permits the line to be legally abandoned.  Once it’s
abandoned, legally all this discussed tonight would be fine, but it was not legally
abandoned.  Ron stated there is an owner of the rail line who intends to restore rail
service and asked what type of local permits would Sahd Salvage obtain before it could
construct improvements for the restoration of the rail service on their rail line.  He added
that the Mayor asked at a Planning Commission meeting that if Mr. Sahd’s property
were not on the official map would he still have to go before the Zoning Hearing Board.
He explained that Councilwoman Stark cautioned the Mayor that the Borough Solicitor
needed time to review those issues.  Ron stated he would wait for the Solicitor’s
comments and asked the Mayor if he heard anything.  Mayor Lutz stated no.  If permits
are required does Borough Council intend to act on Sahd Salvage’s applications for
these permits in a prompt and expeditious manner as it would on any other permits or
do they intend to wait one year as permitted by section 406 of the MPC.  These were
questions that Mr. Sahd wanted answered and stated the taxpayers of this town should
be given an answer.  He asked if the taxpayers wanted this and were the taxpayers
ever asked if they wanted this.  Ron added that it seemed like it was a small group
leading them in a direction and wondered if this were the majority or a minority.  He
stated that the rendering of the greenway was a beautiful drawing but Sahd Salvage
was not on that map and he participated in the master plan and that was not a correct
picture of what was happening.  

Councilwoman Stark explained that the meetings for the greenway for the master
plan took over two years at countless public meetings and received public input through
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surveys, involvement with the schools, township supervisors and other entities who sent
representatives to public meetings.  She added that some public meetings were packed
where people were saying 3 to 1 that they wanted a greenway project.  She explained
the railroad was not on the drawing because people did not want active rail and Mr.
Sahd was one of few that wanted this considered and it was considered and was in the
written master plan.  The master plan was based on the input the study committee got
from the public.  Ron stated he talked to DCNR, who has given the grant money, and
they stated that was not a good master plan because it did not include rail and they
knew that Sahd Salvage had the intent for rail service but they continually chose to
disregard that intent.  Councilwoman Stark asked if Mr. Sahd was saying that she made
this choice.  Ron stated no that it was the Shawnee Run Greenway.  Councilwoman
Stark corrected Mr. Sahd by saying that the Shawnee Run Greenway was not involved
in the master planning process; it was a committee separate from that.  Ron asked who
employed the study group.  Councilwoman Stark explained that Borough Council had
an inter-municipal agreement with West Hempfield Township and CDDC but it was the
Borough’s grant and the Borough’s project.  Ron stated they could debate terminology
about who was on which group and who was leading which group but the facts were
very simple; Sahd Salvage wanted to use this for a rail line and that was known.  He
explained that Council President Wright was present at a greenway meeting and told
Mr. Newcomer that he did not know what he was talking about when he said that Ron
Sahd had a right to buy that line but this process was pursued costing a lot of people a
lot of money.  Ron emphasized that he was the owner of the rail line and going into this
project it was known that there was a great chance that someone wanted to keep this
for a railroad and yet this was ignored.  Council President Wright explained to Mr. Sahd
that the greenway process and the official map process were two different items.  Ron
stated that his main thrust was with the official map, letters were sent and Sahd
Salvage’s stance has been established on this official map.  He asked if Council would
have the ability to tell Sahd Salvage what to do, have the ability to tell the STB what to
do, or have the ability to answer basic questions that have been spelled out by the
attorney.  Ron stated, from his point of view, there was only one street on this official
map and everything else was property that the Borough deemed to take one way or
another.  He asked if the Borough was in a position to acquire or develop land to get it
to a state to receive more money from taxes because the taxpayers were not that stupid
and could read between the lines.  Ron thanked Council for their time and asked that
they answer some of the questions asked and that they each make their own decisions.

Councilman Resch said that he would attempt to answer some of Mr. Sahd’s
questions and also make some comments.

He started off by saying that he supported the greenway and the concept of a
greenway from the beginning but did not like where this was going.  He agreed with
Sahd Salvage in support of a dual use and he referred to the definition that
Councilwoman Stark read into the record but the thing that stuck in his mind was that a
greenway could be both public and private property.  He added that whether this
property was owned by Sahd Salvage, the Borough of Columbia or any other private
interest that strip of land could be a greenway according to the definition.  It was stated
that the State does have a greenway action plan and he brought copies of this to the
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Borough.  On the cover of that publication was a picture of a rail line and a macadam
trail and he has resolved that picture since he first saw it because that was exactly what
the Borough of Columbia was fighting against.  An active rail line and a trail was still a
greenway and Councilman Resch hoped for some resolution to this issue sooner rather
than later.  He added that this was without a doubt one of the single most controversial
issues and has divided the community.  He felt that this issue had not been discussed
enough as a full Council at a public meeting forum in front of the taxpayers.  

Councilman Resch wanted to answer some of Mr. Sahd’s question but admitted
that some of his answers would be that he didn’t know.  He was asked about the ability
to enforce the official map; he didn’t know.  He was asked about permits needed if the
property owner wanted to rehabilitate the rail line; he didn’t know.  Councilman Resch
stated he did know that if Mr. Sahd came in tomorrow, if this official map was passed
tonight, to get a permit he would not get one because the Borough would have one year
to acquire that property through friendly negotiations or otherwise.  There are some
questions that remain and he asked that if the other Councilmembers have answers to
these questions he asked that they respond.  He asked about the reimbursement of
legal costs and he received a letter that Sahd Salvage and the other parties involved
may be eligible to be reimbursed for legal costs if it is determined this official map was
not enforceable but he didn’t know the answer to this.  

Councilman Resch talked about the fact that they asked for comments from West
Hempfield and Manor Townships and none were received.  He thought maybe they
didn’t want anything to do with this because it has caused such a controversy in
Columbia.  

Robert Buzzendore, 1053 Central Avenue, highlighted some other issues on the
official map.  He stated that when the official map started during his term in Council, the
Columbia Borough Planning Commission provided them with a list of eight items, which
was based upon eight different pieces of real estate in the Borough, that could
potentially be considered for the official map.  He explained that four of those were
eliminated immediately because the Planning Commission believed they were
inappropriate. There were four recommendations they did make for the official map and
they were 11 ½ Street, the truck bypass, Malleable Road relocation, and S. 18th Street
to Blue Lane but through the process at the Legislative Committee they eliminated S.
18th Street to Blue Lane.  His point was that Mr. Sahd’s property or the greenway was
not listed as one of those properties initially to be recommended and neither was Mr.
White’s property.  Bob thought it was important to consider small businesses because
they were one of the largest employers, when combined together, and they could have
a substantial economic impact especially in a Borough this size.   He asked that Council
consider another point that with Mr. White’s property being in the downtown area not
only would the property be removed from the tax rolls but it would also cost the Borough
money to purchase the property.  He explained there are a large amount of residential
properties on the tax rolls that are not off set by industrial or commercial properties.  He
asked that Council assist the small businesses that are located in the Borough and by
not including these properties on the official map would be the first step to recognize
that these businesses are important.  Bob stated that Mr. Sahd has stated that he would
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support a dual use, which would serve everyone.  He asked that Council extend an olive
branch by eliminating these properties from the official map.

Councilwoman Stark suggested that the purpose of the official map be explained
to the citizens.  Council President Wright stated that he would do that after the citizens
have commented.

Ralph Topper, R & S Manufacturing, Fifth and Mill Streets, admitted that he has
not been following this issue and noticed that the Makle Park section of their property
has shown up on the official map.  He explained about the closing of the plant and there
was talk with Ed Arnold about the part of their property that is Makle Park.  Mr. Topper
explained that some time went on and he did receive a call from the Mayor regarding a
meeting but this did not happen and it appears this ended up on the map; set up at
some point in time so the Borough could take the property.  He asked if the Borough
had the money to make that area a park again and also asked if anyone uses the park.

Council President Wright explained that he was part of those discussions on that
piece of property and it was appearing on the map because they were interested in it as
a park.  He added that there was no intention, at this point and there hasn’t been as far
as these properties, of takings and the map identifies potential future uses and potential
parkland and other issues.  He explained that part of the discussion goes back to
whether there was a sub-division done and where that project stood and the intent was
to have discussion as to what the Borough was going to do with that property.  There
was correspondence received some time ago that that land would be donated but the
Borough wanted to discuss this and part of what the map was about was identifying
property as public use.  There should be discussion with Mr. Topper on how this would
be accomplished and at some point in the future there would be discussion on how to
keep this a park.  

Mr. Topper asked how the map served the community and were any of these
properties on the map ever going to benefit the community and who would pay for the
improvements to the park.  Council President Wright explained there are a lot of
different ways to accomplish this including volunteer groups, and potential grants.  He
added that one of the things that draw people to the area is good quality open space
areas for their children.  He assured Mr. Topper that the Borough was interested in
keeping that a park and there was a potential for volunteers to keep working on the
park.  Councilwoman Wickenheiser added that Makle Park was one of the parks the
Borough had on their contract for grass cutting during the summer months and the
Borough picks up the trash, so they are maintaining and interested in making that a
better park in that area.  She added that during the summer the basketball courts are
heavily used.  

Ed Arnold added that many of the opportunities to obtain outside funding through
parks initiatives could only be secured if the Borough owned the property and that was
why there have been attempts at contacting someone at R & S to try to pursue that
issue.  Ed added that the main expense would be acquisition and initial set up of the
park and the County and DCNR are sources of funding.

Mr. Topper stated he was curious as to why the Borough went about this through
the official map rather than finishing the discussions that were started.  Council
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President Wright explained that these two are happening at the same time and that the
official map doesn’t do anything; it doesn’t take property and discussions still have to
occur and a taking would be an ultimate very last resort.  

Mr. Pfannebecker explained that part of the reason for an official map was to give
notice so that someone doesn’t build over the land where there would be a road or a
street and this was basically how an official map started out; mainly for the layout of
streets.  He read from the PMPC that the adoption of any street lines or any other public
land on the part of the official map shall not in itself constitute or be deemed to
constitute the opening or establishment of any street, nor the taking or acceptance of
any land, nor shall it obligate the municipality to improve or maintain any street or land,
the adoption for proposed water courses or public grounds as part of the official map
shall not in of itself constitute or deem to constitute the taking or acceptance of any land
by the municipality.  He went on to explain that basically this was notice that this would
be tied together with the comprehensive plan and this was a planning document and
everything received from the County seemed to encourage more things to be put on the
plan.  He talked about the letter received from the LCPC, which suggested that other
greenways be placed on the official map and they also suggested other things be put on
the map.  His point was that putting property on the map was not a taking, it doesn’t
prevent the use of the ground but what it does is give notice to the public.  Mr.
Pfannebecker explained that if there was a permit solely for railroad purposes that
would probably be preempted by federal law but putting this on the official map was not
preempted because there could be a permit request to put something else on that land
such as a building, which would then be governed by the Borough’s sub-division/land
development ordinance.  The Borough does not give up all of their rights because there
would now be a rail line there and as far as rail use this might be preempted but this
would not be known until a permit application came to the Borough.  The decision would
then be made about the permit and the one year time clock, depending on the use of
the property.  He added this was a complex area and the STB does have a procedure
called an adverse abandonment proceeding so that rail service and only rail service was
preempted but not the ability to put a piece of ground on the map.  The PMPC allows
the map to list proposed areas for public facilities and for present use, such as Makle
Park.  

Councilwoman Wickenheiser explained to Mr. Topper that what drove them to
place Makle Park on the map was the situation R & S was in with the possibility of that
entire parcel being sold and by placing this on the map it would designate that the
Borough had interest in preserving that as a park.  This would give the Borough an
opportunity to negotiate to purchase the section where Makle Park is now and this was
not an intent to take, only to list in an official document.  

Mayor Lutz followed up by saying he was sorry he was not able to get together
with Mr. Topper and hoped to get with him in the near future.  He explained that prior to
starting his office with the Borough he thought that Makle Park was owned by the
Borough and later found out it was owned by R & S.  Volunteers have done work to
maintain this park and the Borough would like to keep this as a park.  They found a sub-
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division/land development plan that started the process to sub-divide that piece of
property off of the original lot, so that the Borough could possibly purchase the park.
Mayor Lutz stated after finding these drawings they contacted the County and found out
they were never filed.  This prompted him to contact Mr. Topper for discussion on this
issue.

Councilman Resch asked about the tax identification number listed for Makle
Park on the official map but the parcel was one entire property and they were only
interested in the park area.  Council President Wright stated that was correct.
Councilman Resch stated if R & S wanted a permit for doing something at their
warehouse he hoped, with the ID number being on the map for the entire parcel, that
wouldn’t preclude them from getting that permit.  He wanted to make this issue clear
and thought that maybe that tax number shouldn’t be on there because it signifies the
entire parcel and not just the section the Borough was interested in.  Council President
Wright explained that until the property was sub-divided it should have the tax
identification number and with any law that was passed there has to be common sense.
Councilman Rupp added that the tax ID number does not change and this identifies the
property no matter who owns it.  

Mel Rineer asked where Charles Street was located.  Councilman Rupp
answered that Charles Street was located out in the north end of town near Cedar
Street.

Tim Swartz asked about the purpose for creating the official map and if this was
another tool for this current Council to acquire property through the eminent domain
process.  He also asked if this entire process was funded by tax dollars or funded by a
grant.  He asked if anyone that was impacted by this map was receptive to this official
map.  Councilwoman Stark stated that the first question asked by Tim was answered by
the Solicitor.  She added that this official map was consistent with the zoning ordinance
with the exception with Mr. White’s land and the vision for his property is a park and
veteran’s memorial.  Councilman Rupp stated that he was in discussions on this official
map for almost a year and never once did he hear anyone refer to taking anyone’s land.  

Frank Doutrich thought there was a law that property such as Eric White’s could
not be taken for park use but he didn’t know if the law had changed.  At last month’s
meeting, the Solicitor explained the process between the greenway and Eric White’s
property and why they were different.  He added that he did not agree with the one-year
waiting period for the permit and the fact that the property owner lost a year and may
have lost money.  There may be another delay if there is a zoning hearing involved and
possible loss of tax dollars.  

Council President Wright again explained that when any law was passed there
has to be some common sense and if someone required a permit he would hope that
Council would take action upon the request long in advance of that year.  

Mr. Pfannebecker explained they could always condemn a property for public
use and was not limited to just streets and this has always been the law in
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Pennsylvania.  He explained there is a nuance in the section that provides that if the
property could not yield a reasonable return to the owner unless a permit be granted,
the owner may apply to the governing body for a grant for something called a “special
encroachment permit” to build and before this is granted the governing body sends the
request to the planning agency and if this is turned down the property owner could
appeal to the Zoning Hearing Board.  There are two places a property owner could go if
they felt and could show that this was affecting the reasonable return on their property.
He has never seen any cases on this issue because most municipalities probably act on
the requests in a reasonable amount of time.  

Connie Beury, 537 South Thirteenth Street, asked if by putting the Sahd, White,
and Makle property on this map if this was a stepping stone for the eminent domain
process.  Council President Wright stated no, that this has nothing to do with the taking
of land.  Mr. Pfannebecker explained that this has gone through the planning process
and came to this body as recommendations for the official map.  She thought that this
would be the first step to get this process started even if this took five or six years.  Mr.
Pfannebecker explained that there could be a taking for public use, with the exception of
Mr. Sahd’s property because of the rail line, any property within the Borough without it
being on the official map.  Connie asked why these properties have been put on the
map.  Council President Wright stated because this would be a long range planning
tool.  

Mike Resch, 124 South Eighth Street, thought that he heard Mr. Arnold state that
the grant money for the different projects that the Borough may go ahead with are
contingent on the Borough owning the property or may have a better chance with
ownership.  He asked where the money comes from to make these acquisitions and as
a taxpayer would the taxes be raised to cover the acquisition of these properties.  He
added that the taxpayers do not want the Borough to purchase land that may be
involved in litigation for years because it would be a lot of money spent between
Council, lawyers and property owners.  

Councilwoman Stark explained that one of the compromises proposed to Mr.
Sahd was that the Borough would own the land and Mr. Sahd would run a railroad.  She
added that the acquisition money to purchase the property as a greenway was obtained
through the State for purchasing land to create an open space through the Growing
Greener program.  This compromise offer presented was shot down by Mr. Sahd.

Councilman Vecchiolli reiterated that the Borough already has the power and
authority to enact eminent domain whether this map passes or not and if this passes, it
doesn’t mean that next week they were going to direct the Solicitor to go and get these
properties.  He stated this was future planning and some of this could still be in the
planning stages twenty years from now and it was not about who owned the properties.  

Council President Wright stated that this would wrap up the public comment on
the hearing and Mr. Sahd already had a chance to speak.  
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Councilman Vecchiolli motioned to close the public hearing and Councilwoman
Wickenheiser seconded.  All favored this motion except Councilwoman Gerfin.  Motion
carried.  This hearing was closed at 8:30 p.m.  

Mike Resch expressed his displeasure at Mr. Sahd not being allowed to speak.
Council President Wright stated he would have Mr. Resch escorted out of the meeting.
Councilman Vecchiolli stated to the Mayor that the Borough Code, passed in 1908,
specifically states that it was a violation of the law to disrupt public meetings and felt the
meeting was being disrupted and he wanted Mr. Resch arrested because he was tired
of seeing people escorted out who were breaking the law.  Mr. Resch stated that he
was allowed to speak up when it was in direct violation of the Sunshine Law.
Councilman Vecchiolli added that they need to maintain decorum.  Mr. Resch left the
meeting.

Council President Wright announced that they would reconvene to the regular
Council meeting.

Council President Wright also announced that executive sessions were held on
December 11, 2002 and January 8, 2003, to discuss personnel matters.  Executive
sessions were held on December 12, 2002, January 7, 2003, and January 9, 2003, for
labor contract negotiations.  An executive session was held on January 13, 2003, to
discuss legal, personnel, and/or property acquisition matters.

Council President Wright cautioned the citizens about keeping proper order
during the meeting and those removed from the Council Chambers would be charged
with disorderly conduct.  He reminded everyone about the five minute time limit and that
Council would answer questions at the end of citizen comment.  

Councilman Resch asked if an individual in the audience had a question or
wanted to raise an issue with the Sunshine Law were they permitted to do that.  Council
President Wright stated there were rules set for the operation of the meeting and one of
them did not include the public screaming out.  Councilman Resch stated that a reporter
and a citizen had a right to make an objection to an executive session that they felt was
not in line with the law and they had a right to object if they felt the Sunshine Law had
not been followed.  He added that he was not going to make a determination whether
that individual was yelling but if that individual presents himself in the proper way then
they have a right to lodge a complaint and to have an answer.  Council President Wright
further stated that the proper way was not to speak up during the meeting but to sign up
either on the agenda or sign up sheet, which did not occur.  Councilman Resch asked if
this individual were recognized then would that have been different.  Council President
Wright stated he would refrain from that discussion and added that they were sticking
with the five minutes and the rules.  Councilman Resch pointed out that a few months
ago Mr. Doutrich, during a time that it was not a public comment, spoke from the
audience stating that this Council had not acted in a parliamentary procedure causing
Council to revote on an issue and if weren’t for Mr. Doutrich pointing this out in a civil
way Council would not have done things according to the law.  He went on to say that if
someone had something like that they should not be silenced and should ask in a
civilized and polite way to be recognized.  Councilman Vecchiolli agreed with what
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Councilman Resch stated but added that Mr. Doutrich stood up in a civilized manner
and Mr. Resch was talking over this table and they could not just tolerate people yelling
and Mr. Doutrich made a point and didn’t scream and yell.

Shirley McBride, 219 Perry Street, asked why Ciro was removed from service as
the K-9 officer and she added that some police officers and Council were not for this K-
9.  She asked what happened to the dog and listed off the rumors that she had been
hearing.  This dog was good public relations for the Borough and she stated that this
Council needs all the good publicity it could get.  She went on to say the streets were
safer because of the K-9 program and Council has jeopardized the safety of the
Borough.  She warned Council that she would be doing her homework and she would
not give up.

Tim Swartz, 1026 Walnut Street, wished everyone a healthy, happy and
productive New Year.  

He asked about the chances of this Council considering the withdraw of the
appeal that is now currently before the Third Circuit Court.  He added that he knows if
this hasn’t been withdrawn now it probably wouldn’t be but that Council should know
that this town was not in favor of the route this Council and Shawnee Run has taken.
He asked who was paying the legal fees and had been told there was no taxpayer
money being spent on this project and he as a citizen of this Borough knows this was
not true.  He stated the Shawnee Run Greenway was a non-profit organization and
asked if they as taxpayers had a right to know if they were financially stable because
down the road they might not be able to maintain the property, if awarded that right, but
there would be grant money and/or taxpayer dollars.  He asked if to date it was known
what it has cost this Borough for this legal issue and thought this information was readily
available.  Tim stated that no matter how much money was spent or would be spent
would it not be in the best interest of this Borough Council to use that money to improve
driving conditions in this town.  He asked where in this new budget was money available
for land acquisition.  He added there would be a report card coming out in May about
the progress so far of this Council and the report card he was talking about was the
primary election and he felt sure that this community was not in favor with how this
Council was doing business.  He added that there should be a bipartisan effort to
unseat anyone who has a personal agenda and to elect those individuals who have the
best interest of this community at heart and this upcoming election would be very critical
to the future of this town.  He concluded by referring to a letter to the editor by a young
person and talked about the fact that Council does not answer the citizen’s questions.

Tony Mosteller, 831 Locust Street, stated he went to the Borough Sheds to ask
someone about the price of salt and noticed a large boat being stored in the sheds.  He
asked if the Borough was now renting boat storage.

He asked about the final price on the demolition job at 150 Walnut Street and
heard the Borough would be constructing a new building at 152 Walnut Street.  

Mr. Mosteller stated he was asking legitimate questions and not getting any
answers.  Councilman Rupp explained that they would answer questions after citizen
comments.  Tony stated that was good but if an answer was given then there could not
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be any interaction back and forth.  Councilman Vecchiolli added that he wished that
everyone in the room could act with civility but he hasn’t seen this and until he sees this
then he would support an open dialogue but the way it was done now was to maintain
civility and quite frankly the ball was largely in the court of the citizens.  Tony stated he
understood the point but Council was being paid with taxpayer dollars and they have a
right to know where the money was going.  He asked that everyone work together.

Michael McBride, 316 Poplar Street, talked about an arsonist in his neighborhood
and asked the Mayor to have a fire chief at his house by noon tomorrow or he was
going to the State Fire Marshall.  He expressed his concerns about his family.

Mr. McBride asked who plowed his alleyway because he pays someone to
perform this service for the private alley.

Herb Spiese, 208 Perry Street, congratulated the Borough for having the doors to
the Councilroom fixed because that was a violation of State fire laws.

He talked to Council about the pedestrian bridge on Route 462 at the Columbia
Shopping Plaza.  He stated that two years ago PennDot was going to repave this bridge
and now they are not going to fix the bridge.  The State owns the property and they did
do some work but not enough.  He asked that something be installed in the parking lot
of the shopping center so a car could not back down over the embankment into the
creek.  Herb stated he did contact Rep. Hickernell about this safety issue.

Sharon Prudhomme, Prudhomme’s Lost Cajun Kitchen, appeared before Council
to respond to issues raised by a citizen at the September Council meeting.  She
explained that all of his statements were incorrect.  She stated that they only have
fourteen employees, most are part-time, and five of those have cars.  There is no rear
parking area behind the restaurant.  There is no sign telling the tenants not to park near
the restaurant.  She talked about the large amount of taxes they pay for the restaurant
and the fact they provide jobs.  The parking is public and not governed by whether taxes
were paid or not paid.  She stated this citizen has threatened her tenants and they are
trying to combat this situation and a solution needs to be discussed.  Sharon offered to
give this citizen marketing ideas for his business.  She admitted there are many cars in
the area and her goal tonight was not to anger anyone.  

Biddy Helton, 100 South Eighth Street, stated that animals don’t talk and the best
way to get drugs off the street was by citizens calling the police department or the drug
task force.  

She added that the street sweeper came through Christmas Eve and asked why
the citizens had to pay for tickets when the street sweeper was not working and
suggested that everyone be refunded for their tickets.  

Cle Berntheizel, 621 Chestnut Street, reflected on the activities of the past in
order to move forward into the future.  He commented on the Historic District Ordinance,
the Market House study grant, the alternate truck route plans and funding, the Borough
newsletter and web site, approval of a budget that allows for almost $600,000.00 in
investments in the community, and the town square.  Cle went on to commend the
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volunteers who worked on the town square, touching on the fact that the CDDC has
raised funds for the purchase of a fountain and the “Snow Drops of Hope Project”.  He
concluded that 2002 was a banner year for this Borough and they owe a thank you to
the current Borough Council and it’s leadership and their dedication to making Columbia
a better place for everyone.  He thanked Council and ask them to keep up the good
work.

Frank Doutrich, 1001 Ironville Pike, explained that calling for a point of order
pertains to rules and procedures.

Frank announced that Mr. Gable passed away and that Mr. McGinness and
Linda Weber were in the hospital.  

He addressed the issue about Mr. McGinness being thrown out and the fact that
rule was being followed but he thought the budget was an important issue and there
should have been unlimited comment on the issue.  He commented on the fact that
Councilwoman Stark allowed a citizen to comment during a meeting in November.  

Frank asked about Makle Park and the property owner for that piece of land.
Council President Wright stated that R & S owns the property.  Frank asked why the
Borough was there mowing the grass and asked about the liability.  

Frank asked why they never hear a police report.  
Frank asked why $190,000.00 was budgeted for curb and sidewalk along Route

462.  He asked this question at a Highway meeting and was told to ask the Borough
Manager.

Frank asked Councilwoman Stark to repeat the information about the appeal for
the trail.

Ron Sahd, 950 Chestnut Street, asked that the Solicitor answer Mr. Doutrich’s
question instead of Councilwoman Stark.  

Ron stated that Council deserves the citizens appreciation but they are elected
and chose to serve and they should listen to the citizens but certain Councilmembers do
not pay attention and the citizens deserve Council’s attention.  He asked for respect
from Council and the citizens would then return that respect because this was a mutual
thing.

Ron talked about the budget and the fact that the next day he got his answers
but they were given a chart that answered no questions at the final budget meeting.  He
asked for a little respect and open dialogue.  From his standpoint, they were not
answering questions and the public may now request public information and get that
information within five days.  

Ron addressed with Councilman Rupp the fact that Resolution 02-07 was passed
during his term and it was in black and white; written by the Borough’s attorney.  He
added that there was an offer to him about the railroad which gave him two years to
finish the rail line and that was one of the stumbling blocks to those proceedings.

Dr. Perry asked if he didn’t use his five minutes could he donate that time to
someone else.  Council President Wright stated no.

Dr. Perry commented on the K-9 program because he was a major contributor
and would like to continue contributing.
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He asked why the company printing the Merchandiser could continue to dump
their newspapers all over town on a weekly basis and asked if there was some type of
ordinance preventing them from doing that.  

Dr. Perry stated that Avenue G was one of the heaviest traveled avenues in the
Borough and asked why it has not been repaired because of the potholes.  He asked
that the 400 block of Avenue G be made one way.  

He added that he was disgusted and ashamed by what happened tonight at this
meeting and that the newspaper people were here to witness these actions.  He talked
about the adverse atmosphere at the Council meetings.

Connie Beury, 537 South Thirteenth Street, stated she was chairperson for the
Columbia K-9 Campaign and because of the holiday missed the Safety Committee
meeting.  She stated that no one got back to them regarding their offer of
reimbursement to the Borough for officer training.  She added their group works hard
and continues to work hard and asked if they should stop their fund raising.  She asked
for a response on this issue.

Bob Kline, 29 North Ninth Street, talked about the street sweeper not doing it’s
job and noticed that the street sweeper ran on a street with piles of snow and the cars
were getting ticketed.  He thought this was to run when there was no snow on the
street.

He asked for more information on the K-9 program and his business does
contribute money for the program.

Bob talked about the five minute rule and asked that this be increased to ten
minutes.

Bob asked about the boat at the sheds and if this was owned by Council; this
was stated at a local restaurant.

He stated that Bob Buzzendore talked about the small companies and agreed
that they do a lot for this town.  He stated that there was a statement made about the
Market House study and that there was only one business interested.  He also
commented on the amount of time his company donates for the annual spring clean up
and Columbia Pride Day and how the small businesses back up the volunteers.  

Bob Kline talked about letters distributed regarding the Manor Street issue and
the fact that letters were delivered to the side streets as well.  He added that only three
citizens came to Council about this issue.

He asked about the money being spent to fight Sahd Salvage and would the
citizens get an accounting of this.

Bob concluded by saying that he was in the process of moving his property out of
the Borough to West Hempfield Township and he stated that his property has always
been a business and asked why the zoning was changed to conservation without him
knowing about this change.  

Shirley McBride, 219 Perry Street, stated that Council was paid by the taxpayers
and that makes the citizens their employer.  She stated that they intimidate people in
this town, the citizens never get answers and Council was not consistent.  She asked
that Council remember the Citizens are the employer and money is received from tax
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dollars and they are the taxpayers.  She stated that some people don’t understand five
minutes and they may have a lot if issues, which Mr. McGinness had at the last
meeting.  She stated that Mr. McGinness wanted to talk about taxes, which was a very
important issue.  

Councilwoman Wickenheiser stated that the boat stored at the Borough shed
unfortunately does not belong to any member of Council and that was the boat that was
housed in the structure that was downed by the demolition at 150 Walnut Street.  She
added that was not intended to come down and the Borough extended an invitation to
have Mr. Weisser store the boat at the sheds until arrangements or a resolution to this
issue could be made by the Borough.  She added that the expense involved in storing
the boat at a storage facility would have been substantial and therefore it was deemed
prudent to store this at the sheds.

Councilwoman Wickenheiser explained that the Borough was maintaining Makle
Park and when she came on Council that was one of the properties the Borough was
contracting for grass cutting and it has only been within the last two years that she
became aware that the Borough was not the owner of the property.  They have been
trying to research the progression of that property.  She explained that the Borough was
at a deficit for park space so anything that could be done to enhance or increase open
space and park area was a benefit to the Borough and it’s citizens.  They will continue
to maintain this area and she hoped that at some point to be able to acquire that for the
Borough as additional parkland.

Councilwoman Wickenheiser agreed with Dr. Perry’s comments about the
Merchandiser and the fact that they were laying on the ground but stated that just this
week her Merchandiser was delivered by mail.  

Councilwoman Wickenheiser stated that they would be holding a stakeholders
meeting in the Market House and there were invitations sent to a list of businesses
within the Borough.  She did not know if Mr. Kline’s name was on the list but the
meeting was open to the public.  She added that this information was put in the
newspaper.  

Councilwoman Wickenheiser concluded by saying that for the $88.55 she gets
for being up at the table and with all the meetings she attends; the citizens are getting a
bargain.

Councilman Rupp stated he would also like to know who would be paying the
legal fees and believed that would be paid by Shawnee Run Greenway, Inc., a non-
profit.  Council President Wright stated that was correct.  Councilman Rupp added that
question has been answered a lot of times.  He explained that the question asked about
the amount of the Solicitor’s fees has been answered several times to multiple people.
Ed Arnold stated the amount was $9,300.00.  Council President Wright explained this
was prior to the appeal.  

Councilman Rupp stated that there was no money budgeted for land acquisition
in the 2003 budget but there was a planning document that goes out over the next few
years and there are some numbers there.

Councilman Rupp addressed the final price for the demolition of 150 Walnut
Street.  Councilwoman Wickenheiser stated that was unknown at this time.  Ed clarified
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that the demolition was at approximately $55,000.00 without consideration of the
structure that Council was currently evaluating.  Councilman Rupp stated that did go
over budget but he did not know by how much.  Councilwoman Wickenheiser stated
that was not an original question.  

Councilman Rupp thought that Mr. McBride needed an answer as to why
someone was not showing up at his door.

Councilman Rupp admitted that the street sweeper was not doing its’ job and
they were meeting with the representative but did not believe it was the operator of the
sweeper.  

Councilman Rupp addressed the question about the Borough mowing the grass
at Makle Park by saying they would look into the issue.

Councilman Rupp stated that eminent domain was mentioned in the resolution
but at no time during the official map discussions did the Legislative Committee discuss
this issue.

Councilman Rupp suggested they look into whether Avenue G could be made
one way.

Mayor Lutz agreed that the Merchandiser delivery was a problem but they did
have limited success for a while and was glad it was possibly being delivered by mail.
He did send a letter to the Merchandiser asking them not to deliver to vacant properties
within the Borough.  He hoped this could be addressed further by Council. 

Mayor Lutz explained that the police report was being prepared by Earl Kinard
but he left the Borough’s employment so now a new employee would be preparing the
police report.  This report would be made at the Safety Committee meeting.  

Mayor Lutz talked about Route 462 and they have met with the State about the
resurfacing, storm water problems, curb and sidewalk problems and the pedestrian
bridge along with the guard rail issue and hoped some of these things would be
completed in the future. The bridge reconstruction was suppose to be upgraded when
Route 462 was resurfaced.  He did address with the representative from PennDot the
issue of the guardrail but they felt because of the curb, sidewalk and distance of the
parking lot the guardrail was adequate.  Mayor Lutz added that he was inclined to
disagree with that statement but there would be further discussion on the issue.

Ed Arnold clarified that initially there was a budget item for $190,000.00, which
included storm water work and that has been pushed back to 2004 so that cut the
budget back to about $150,000.00.  The figure represents some minor engineering work
and curb and/or sidewalk work and this is the responsibility of the property owner if the
owner would not do this work the Borough would have to, at the Borough’s expense,
and then bill the owner.  If the owner wouldn’t pay there would be a lien placed on the
property.  

Ed talked to the PennDot project manager about problems with the Route 462
corridor, particularly the storm sewer, the turn at Fifth and Chestnut Streets, and the
bridge.  He added that during the discussion on the bridge he relayed concerns about
pedestrian traffic getting from one side of Route 462 to the other but the State does
have a budget and any type of pedestrian passage under the bridge would be
expensive.  There have been numerous communications back and forth regarding this
bridge.  Ed also mentioned that federal transportation was also looking at the entire
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Route 462 corridor from the Route 462 bridge to Lancaster City through the congested
corridor vantage point and this was being done at the same time the State was looking
at resurfacing the road.  Ed stated that he and Councilwoman Wickenheiser have been
to two different presentations on the issue and Gannett Fleming Engineers were looking
at the corridor with safety in mind and they have given them suggestions on
improvements and problems with the corridor.  Councilwoman Wickenheiser added that
one of things they pointed out was a need for a light at Ninth Street and Route 462.

Mayor Lutz stated that he would be getting with Chief Greenya tomorrow to
follow up on Mike McBride’s statements.

Mayor Lutz stated he would try to explain the situation with the K-9 and asked
Mr. Pfannebecker to feel free to guide him during this explanation.  He has answered
questions several times to several people as much as he could but it remains an
unfolding situation and if they didn’t hear things from him then it was a rumor.  He went
on to explain that a personal situation developed between Ciro and the handler and at
that time it was felt that the best thing for Ciro and the handler was for Ciro to go back
with the organization were he was purchased.  As this went on, Ciro spent more time
there and it has been determined that Ciro would stay there.  The Mayor could not say
what the disposition of Ciro was or where Ciro was today.  

Mayor Lutz further explained that if an employee, for example had a heart attack
and was handling a highly trained dog, they couldn’t have that officer’s wife or children
or anyone else handle that K-9 because of the liability.  The only person who could have
taken that job was the handler where Ciro came from and if the dog could not go back
to the handler then the dog could not go to another local officer because of conflict of
who would be the master.  Mayor Lutz added that the organization might try to retrain
the dog but sometimes accepting a handler in another geographical area was not
successful.  He emphasized this was all done for the best interest of the dog and the
employee.

Mayor Lutz addressed the K-9 program by saying it was and would be a program
within the Borough of Columbia.  He could not give a date but he did talk to Chief
Greenya this morning about getting a letter to the officers to solicit those who might be
interested in becoming a K-9 officer.  They may hire two officers and thought that they
may want to include those two officers but after this morning’s conversation there would
be no sense in doing that, even thought they want to be fair to all employees, because
those officers would be on probation for a year and not eligible.  He concluded by
saying this was not a dead issue and if the public hears anything not being said by him
then it was a rumor.  Mayor Lutz added he would try to keep everyone updated on the
situation.  

Councilwoman Gerfin stated that she was disappointed that the K-9 committee
missed the last Safety meeting but she did ask at this meeting the status of the K-9
process and the Mayor stated to her that when there was a full compliment of officers
they would start the process.  Councilwoman Gerfin stated that what she heard tonight
was in direct conflict with the statement made at the Safety meeting.  Mayor Lutz added
that things change from day to day and as he stated tonight, as early as this morning he
talked to Chief Greenya and the answer was it was no sense in waiting because the
new officers were not eligible.  Councilwoman Gerfin stated she appreciated the
Mayor’s clarification.
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Councilman Resch asked if Council would be in communication with the K-9
organization in terms of their offer of financial assistance.  Councilwoman Gerfin thought
that something this important would have been shared with at least the Chair of Safety
and the Safety Committee on how this issue would proceed.  Mayor Lutz stated he just
said that it changed this morning.  Councilwoman Gerfin stated that was eight hours
before this meeting and lesser things have been communicated back and forth in e-
mails fifty times a day and she considered the street sweeper and whether Councilman
Rupp’s street was cleaned a much less severity than the K-9 program.  Mayor Lutz
added that when the meeting was over he would talk with Councilwoman Gerfin about
this issue.  

Councilman Vecchiolli shed some light on this issue by saying that he received
information from Ed about the costs of doing this and this information was handed off to
the K-9 group and was not a dead issue.  Council President Wright asked that this be
put on the agenda for the next Safety Committee meeting.  Councilman Vecchiolli
stated the entire Council agreed to get this going as soon as possible.  Council
President Wright stated there should be some sort of response to the financial offer that
was made.  Councilman Vecchiolli stated this was for the Mayor and the Chief to
decide.  Council President Wright stated then they would accept the offer and it was just
a matter of scheduling training and then getting a response.  Councilwoman
Wickenheiser stated she thought this should be discussed at the Safety Committee
meeting.  Councilman Resch asked why this had to be belabored in Committee and if
this was agreed to by Council then this should proceed forward. He asked since there
was a financial offer made why couldn’t this be worked out by the Borough Manager
and Chief of Police and not by Council micro-managing all aspects of this program.
Council President Wright stated they might have to take some sort of formal action to
accept the money and move forward with the program.  Councilman Resch asked if
there was a figure they should accept.  Council President Wright stated he thought he
heard a number but didn’t know what the exact offer was and he remembered some
discussion about the fact that funding wasn’t the issue but the timing of the training.
Mayor Lutz added that they would start the proceeding when they found a person and
then they would come back to Council to approve the training and accept the financial
offer.  Councilman Resch added that the two new officers would be ready for work
sometime in July and it was stated that they couldn’t wait until July and the question
was could the Borough handle the overtime cost of an officer.  Mayor Lutz stated they
didn’t get into the discussion of how this would be handled by the staff.  Councilman
Resch stated this information was critical as to whether this would happen now or in
July.  Mayor Lutz added that the issue was the amount of time and how to cover for the
officer and the amount of overtime, not in dollars, to be divided amongst the officers.
Council President Wright suggested that the Safety Committee work through this with
the K-9 group while the Mayor and Chief get the staffing issues resolved.  

Mayor Lutz stated that there have been a lot of discussions about the actions in
these Council Chambers and one of them was the five minute rule and the way Council
answered questions.  His thoughts were the time rule varies throughout the State and
he reminded everyone when, in the past, meetings lasted until 2:30 in the morning with



Columbia, PA January 13, 2003
Page 19 of 26

no time limit, so they decided to have two meetings a month that lasted to all hours in
the morning.  

Mayor Lutz stated they were all concerned about taxes in this community and
part of the tax money pays employees working within this Borough and if citizens had
questions that have to do with Borough business employees are paid to provide that
service.  There is a place to go to find an answer and if the citizen needs to come in
after office hours he thought that would not be a problem and if that doesn’t work then
there are Committee meetings every month and there is no five minute rule at these
meetings and the other method would be a phone call to the Councilmember.  He
looked at the Council meeting as the last resort and the citizen comment was for
comments on the business to be discussed that night and this meeting was into three
hours and Council hasn’t gotten to business and now everyone has left.

Mayor Lutz reported on three significant drug arrests made by the police
department and he hoped this was a signal to drug traffickers that this would not be
tolerated in the Borough, especially when a business is set up to launder drug money.

Mayor Lutz stated he was disappointed that Council chose not to rewrite the
zoning ordinance pertaining to the parking of tractor-trailers on private property.  The
Committee cited the right of the property owner to do what he wished to his property as
one of the reasons and he understood that, but if they were allowed to park close to an
adjacent dwelling this would be an invasion of the rights of the other property owner.
He added that zoning already provides for home businesses and also provides for the
parking of trucks used to travel to and from work.  He asked Council to revisit this issue.

Mayor Lutz publicly thanked Cle Berntheizel and Pam Wright for putting up the
Christmas decorations that were purchased by the CDDC and also Councilwoman
Wickenheiser and anyone else who was involved with this project.  

Mayor Lutz read off his list of goals as follows:  continue joint Borough and
School District meetings, improve Borough business relations and information transfer,
institute neighborhoods program, complete the town square, install a second ramp at
the River Park, create a Parks Commission and seek members during 2003, create a
Borough Parking Authority during 2003, explore and possibly finalize Borough
ownership of Makle Park, explore ways to provide tax incentives to new businesses
locating in the Borough, institute management skills upgrade program, require yearly
evaluations for all employees, increase police presence around the community during
2003, enact residential rental unit regulation ordinance this year and complete all work
started in 2002.

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE:
Councilman Rupp stated that the Committee did not meet in December and

announced that the next meeting would be held on January 27th.

COMMITTEE ON HIGHWAY:
Councilwoman Stark stated that the Committee met on January 6th and they

discussed the snow removal procedures, policies and complaints; Ron Miller was
introduced to the Committee and reported on the snow removal process; the street
sweeper and the recorded message on the Borough Sheds phone as to the status of
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the street sweeper, the signs for street sweeping and the concerns with the operation of
the street sweeper.

Councilwoman Stark announced that at the next Committee meeting they would
be discussing the street projects for 2003 and there would be a follow up meeting with
PennDot on the truck route on January 16th.  

Councilwoman Stark addressed the appeal for the greenway and reminded the
community that back in the 60’s Glatfelter Foundation had to go to the Supreme Court
to defend their right as a foundation to own the field and at that time Grinnell wanted to
use it for industrial purposes and back then that was a difficult fight.  

Councilwoman Stark stated the next Committee meeting would be held on
February 3rd at 6:00 p.m.

Mayor Lutz further explained that the street sweeping signs state parking times
and that meant no parking during those hours but because the Borough has recognized
the severe parking problem this was only enforced when the street sweeper had to go
around the vehicle parked and technically there should be no parking for those hours.
The citizens need to call to find out when the sweeper is running.  

COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC SAFETY:
Councilman Vecchiolli motioned to move items 12a and 12b until after item 17a

and Councilman Resch seconded.  All favored this motion.
Councilman Vecchiolli stated the Committee met on January 2nd and discussed a

snow emergency route and reviewed correspondence regarding traffic studies for signs
and passed this information onto the Finance Committee.  He announced the next
Safety Committee meeting was February 5th at 7:00 p.m.

Councilman Vecchiolli motioned to appoint John Broome as Fire Chief and
Councilman Resch seconded.  Councilman Resch asked at what salary.  Council
President Wright stated $100.00 per month.  Councilman Vecchiolli stated that Henry
Reese resigned and John was the deputy.  They would still look at the request for a
revolving Chief and that would be done at the February Safety meeting.  A roll call vote
was taken with the following Councilmembers voting yes:  Resch, Rupp, Stark,
Vecchiolli, Wickenheiser, and Wright.  Councilwoman Gerfin voted no.  Motion carried.

Councilman Vecchiolli motioned to allow free parking for the Market House event
to be held on January 25, 2003, and Councilwoman Wickenheiser seconded.  All
favored this motion.

Mr. Pfannebecker stated that Chief Broome should recommend a new deputy.
Council President Wright asked that Councilman Vecchiolli pass this information onto
Chief Broome.

COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC PROPERTY:
Councilwoman Wickenheiser stated that the Committee met on January 2nd and

the bids were opened for the sale of the refrigeration units that were in the Market
House and there was a bid submitted of 50 cents submitted by Michael Stark and the
cases are to be removed by January 16th.  She stated that Ed Arnold would be
contacting Arro to set up a meeting to discuss the completion of the permit application
for the Walnut Street ramp at the River Park.  There was also discussion on an offer of
60 loads of stone for Borough use and Councilman Rupp, Ed Arnold and Ron Miller
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were reviewing this offer.  A request was forwarded to the Legislative Committee to look
at developing an ordinance for enforcement of parking restrictions at the River Park.
The permit for the baptism was sent to the PA Fish and Boat Commission along with a
letter stating the Borough has approved the closing of the ramp.  They also discussed
the communication tower lease for the Borough Farm, a letter from White Enterprises
regarding the town square, and resumption of work at the town square.  Councilwoman
Wickenheiser announced work would be done on the roof of the Municipal Building and
the doors to the Council Chambers would be changed.  She also stated they would be
waiting on ideas from the new Highway Foreman on the disposal of the old street
sweeper.

Councilwoman Wickenheiser thanked the CDDC for the decorations for the
Borough Hall and the Market House, the Columbia Consolidated Fire Company and
PPL and asked that letters be sent to all these organizations.  She also thanked the
Borough employees for getting the wreaths up on the lamp posts.  

Councilwoman Wickenheiser announced the next meeting would be held on
January 3rd at 7:30 p.m.

Councilman Resch asked how many refrigeration units were to be taken from the
Market House.  Councilwoman Wickenheiser stated six.  Councilman Resch asked if
this was posted on the window.  Councilwoman Wickenheiser explained that the
approval was given at the Committee meeting and the posting was put on the window
because of the value and as of Monday night they had not received a written bid but did
receive a verbal bid at the Property Committee meeting.  Councilman Resch asked if
Council could reserve the right to reject any and all bids if they are not appropriate and
asked if the approval was given at the Committee level or should the approval be
subject to the approval of Council.  Mr. Pfannebecker stated there was a separate
resolution passed that set up the procedure for the disposition of items valued at less
than $1,000.00.  Ed stated the code allows municipalities this type of resolution.
Council President Wright stated this was the same process they went through with the
truck.  Councilwoman Wickenheiser commented that if Mr. Stark had not made the bid
and agreed to remove the units the Borough was prepared to remove them and have
them disposed of.  Council President Wright added that would have cost the Borough
money.  Mayor Lutz further added that all six cases had either the refrigeration units
missing or they were not working and in his opinion these were six pieces of junk.
Councilman Resch stated he didn’t have an issue with this and his question was on the
bidding and if Council had a right to reject or accept bids and asked for copies of the
ordinances pertaining to this.  

COMMITTEE ON MUNICIPAL LEGISLATION:
Councilman Rupp stated that the Committee met on January 8th and discussed

the zoning ordinance amendments, the residential rental unit ordinance, the ordinance
that relates to the Board of Health and there were some items tabled at this meeting.

Councilman Rupp motioned to pass Ordinance 718 onto the Lancaster County
Planning Commission and the Columbia Borough Planning Commission for review and
Councilman Resch seconded.  Councilwoman Wickenheiser stated this ordinance is
regarding communications equipment and because this ordinance also included the
issue with parking trucks the Committee decided to pull that out because this was
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holding up the communications tower at the Borough Farm.  Councilman Rupp stated
there was a lot of discussion on this issue.  All favored this motion.

Councilman Rupp motioned that Council consider for adoption Ordinance 715,
which was an amendment for the official map and Councilman Vecchiolli seconded.
Councilman Rupp indicated that he was in favor of this because this was a planning
document and they needed to put citizens and property owners on notice that the
Borough does intend to do something with these areas for potential public use.
Councilman Vecchiolli added that they need a planning tool and in the long run he
thought this was a good thing for the community.  Councilman Resch understood the
importance of planning and zoning and agreed with the concept of the official map but
believed, as Bob Buzzendore stated, there were other properties considered for the
official map included in the comprehensive plan and that this was a stepping stone that
would be pointed to in an eminent domain procedure.  Councilwoman Stark talked
about the change of the zoning and reminded everyone that took place over a course of
three years and all the zoning was changed in the Borough.  Mayor Lutz added that this
was a very complex issue and didn’t quite understand all of it but understood enough to
speak on the issue.  He stated that he looked at the official map as a picture of the
comprehensive plan and this supports those planning documents and he reminded
Council that in no way would he want to see this perceived as an attempt to take away
someone’s property and hoped that there would be a negotiated settlement.  He
understood that the Borough could seek eminent domain without this official map and
hoped that this Borough would seek negotiations with the party and if this were ever
used without negotiations on his watch there would be trouble.  Councilwoman
Wickenheiser spoke about the property on Third Street and how the Borough negotiated
with the property owner for a portion of the property they needed and that was what she
would want to see done.  Councilwoman Stark added that the greenway is a railroad
right of way and Mr. Sahd’s property would be an entire procedure and didn’t know if
eminent domain was even possible or would apply in this situation.  Mayor Lutz stated
that he also agreed that this couldn’t happen with a railroad and hoped that the Borough
would use the negotiating process with the small property owner.  Council President
Wright concluded the discussion by saying that this has never been any form of taking
and this isn’t about taking property but to put people on notice that the Borough was
interested in a property for public use and this was a planning document.  A roll call vote
was taken with the following Councilmembers voting yes:  Rupp, Stark, Vecchiolli,
Wickenheiser and Wright.  Councilwoman Gerfin and Councilman Resch voted no.
Motion carried.

Councilman Rupp announced that the next meeting would be held on February
12th.

COMMITTEE ON WASTEWATER:
Councilman Vecchiolli stated that the Committee met on December 17th and he

thanked Council President Wright and Councilwoman Stark for attending the meeting at
East Donegal Township regarding the possible pipeline from Marietta.  

Councilman Vecchiolli stated that the next meeting of the Wastewater Committee
would be held on January 28th at 6:00 p.m.
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Council President Wright informed everyone that the feedback from the
Supervisors was that if they were successful in discussions with Marietta then they
would sit at the table to discuss this issue and hoped the project would move forward.
Council President Wright briefly explained this project.  

COMMITTEE ON MARKETS:
Councilwoman Wickenheiser stated that the Committee on Markets and the

Market House task force met on January 2nd and they finalized plans for the
stakeholders meeting, which would be held in the Market House on January 25th.  They
are inviting anyone in the community who has an interest in reopening the Market
House and has ideas to share and would want to be a part of the vision of what they
want to do with reopening this building.  She asked that if anyone was interested that
they call into the Borough Office.  

Councilwoman Wickenheiser announced the next Committee meeting would be
held on February 6th at 7:00 p.m.

COMMITTEE ON PERSONNEL:
Councilwoman Gerfin stated that she had in front of her a list of perspective

police officer candidates and the first three names supplied to them by the Civil Service
Commission were:  Eric Norman, David Kauffman, and Brent Keyser.  

Councilwoman Gerfin motioned that Brent Keyser be appointed as a patrolman
of the Borough of Columbia Police Department at salary of $27,040.00 per year with all
benefits accruing pursuant to the current collective bargaining agreement between the
Borough and the Police union to be increased to comply with any increase included in
subsequent bargaining agreements, such appointment to be conditioned however on
Brent Keyser submitting to and passing a physical and psychological examination in
accordance with the rules and regulations of the Borough of Columbia Civil Service
Commission and complying with all other appropriate rules and regulations of the Civil
Service Commission including those relating to serving a probationary period and
Councilman Resch seconded.  A roll call vote was taken with the following
Councilmembers voting yes:  Gerfin, Resch, Rupp, Stark, Vecchiolli, Wickenheiser and
Wright.  Motion carried.

Councilwoman Gerfin stated they are looking at the next three names as follows:
Eric Norman, David Kauffman and Bryan Keyser.

Councilwoman Gerfin motioned that Bryan Keyser be appointed as a patrolman
of the Borough of Columbia Police Department at the salary of $27,040.00 per year with
all benefits accruing pursuant to the current collective bargaining agreement between
the Borough and the Police union to be increased to comply with any increase included
in subsequent bargaining agreements, such appointment to be conditioned however on
Brian Keyser submitting to and passing a physical and psychological examination in
accordance with the rules and regulations of the Borough of Columbia Civil Service
Commission and complying with all other appropriate rules and regulations of the Civil
Service Commission including those relating to serving a probationary period and
Councilman Vecchiolli seconded.  Councilwoman Stark asked if this was the
recommendation from the Civil Service Commission.  Councilwoman Gerfin explained
that her understanding was the list as presented was how they scored on the testing
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and she explained the rotation after a selection.  She added that none of those
applicants had veterans’ preference.    A roll call vote was taken with the following
Councilmembers voting yes:  Gerfin, Resch, Rupp, Stark, Vecchiolli, Wickenheiser and
Wright.  Motion carried.

Mayor Lutz added that the two officers selected tonight would begin training on
January 27th.

Councilman Vecchiolli motioned to approve Resolution 03-01 and Councilwoman
Wickenheiser seconded.  Council President Wright explained that this resolution allows
the new police hire to attend training.  Council President Wright added that this
resolution would be reimbursement for Brent Keyser.  All favored this motion.

Councilman Vecchiolli motioned to approve Resolution 03-02, which is for
reimbursement for training for Bryan Keyser and Councilwoman Wickenheiser
seconded.  All favored this motion.

Councilwoman Gerfin motioned to hire Suzanne Stallings as the HARB
consultant at the rate of $20.00 per hour plus mileage and this would be on a part-time
as needed basis and Councilwoman Wickenheiser seconded.  Councilwoman Gerfin
added that there were other applicants but they were requiring payment for a minimum
number of hours and Carole Wilson from the LCPC gave Ms. Stallings very high
recommendations.  Councilman Vecchiolli reminded the public that the Von Hess
Foundation has offered to pay for one-half of the salary for this person.  Councilman
Resch stated he supported the hiring of this position and the historic district and
commented on the employment offer.  He stated the letter read as if the offer was
extended prior to the meeting and thought this should be offered the day after the
Council meeting.  Council President Wright stated this letter was not sent out it was just
a draft.  Councilman Resch talked about extending a contract to an employee and
asked if this person would be an independent contractor or if they were going to be a
part-time as needed person.  Ed Arnold stated this would be a consultant; as needed.
Councilman Resch thought that duties and responsibilities should be mentioned and
expressed concerns about the hours and not having them approved by a supervisor.
He asked who her immediate supervisor would be and expressed concerns with the
approval of hours.  Councilman Resch added that he was concerned that if Ms.
Stallings started working more than 19 hours per week she would be considered an
employee.  Council President Wright talked about how employee law does not apply for
consultants and the number of hours she worked would depend on the number of
HARB applications and the HARB meeting.  Councilman Resch suggested that they call
this position an at-will consultant and a provision should be noted in the letter allowing
the Borough to terminate the contract without notice or reason.  Councilwoman Gerfin
asked what they do for their other service providers.  Mr. Pfannebecker stated there
was a proposal submitted.  Council President Wright added that part of the proposal
included the fees.  Councilwoman Gerfin stated this was sort of being done in reverse.
Mr. Pfannebecker suggested Councilman Resch get with Ed about this letter.
Councilman Resch suggested that the position be called an at-will consultant and a
termination clause added.  He also suggested adding her duties and responsibilities and
who her immediate supervisor would be.  Councilman Rupp stated that this was starting
to sound like she was now an employee and not a contractor.  Council President Wright
asked that the details of the letter get finalized and the budget amount for this was
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$15,000.00 but they would not be using all of that because of the offer from the Von
Hess Foundation.  Councilwoman Stark asked that Council discuss this if this goes
beyond the budget.  Councilman Vecchiolli suggested the letter go out by Friday and
this get worked out as soon as possible.  A roll call vote was taken with the following
Councilmembers voting yes:  Gerfin, Resch, Rupp, Stark, Vecchiolli, Wickenheiser and
Wright.  All favored this motion.

Councilwoman Gerfin asked Ed to elaborate on the Employee Assistance
Program.  Ed explained that a local organization called Life Management Associates
provides consulting services to employers and their employees on a variety of issues
that could affect employee performance for a variety of reasons.  Ed talked about some
of the issues that would be covered under this program.  He added that the Borough’s
medical plan would pick up after receiving services from this consultant.  Ed stated that
Lancaster City has this type of program for their police and fire services and this would
be a critical response service for those officers who may be involved in a shooting, for
example.  Council President Wright stated this is a mental health and wellness service.
Ed recommended the Borough take option 1/standard.  Council President Wright stated
the annual cost would be $1,132.00.  

Councilman Rupp motioned that Council approve the purchase of the Employees
Assistant Program agreement, which is standard EAP with 5 sessions with an annual
cost of $1,132.00 and Councilwoman Gerfin seconded.  Councilman Resch asked
about credit for unused sessions.  Ed stated they would be carried over to the following
year.  Councilwoman Stark asked if Council could use these sessions.  Councilwoman
Gerfin asked how this would be introduced to the employees and suggested this be
done in a positive manner.  Mayor Lutz emphasized that this is a confidential program
and the Borough would have to see where they get the best money and he saw this as
a tool to be used by management for a consult as to how to deal with an employee and
also to be used by the police.  Councilwoman Gerfin asked with the confidentiality if
they would be able to get the feedback at the end of the year.  Council President Wright
stated they only have to give numbers or statistics.  Mayor Lutz also stated this firm
does management training.  Councilman Rupp added that this cost is almost $27.00 per
year per employee.  All favored this motion.

Councilwoman Gerfin motioned to reappoint Sandy Duncan as the Vacancy
Board chairperson for a term of one year and Councilman Resch seconded.  A roll call
vote was taken with the following Councilmembers voting yes:  Gerfin, Resch, Rupp,
Stark, Vecchiolli, Wickenheiser, and Wright.  Motion carried.  

Councilman Resch asked about the reappointment for the Civil Service
Commission.  Councilwoman Gerfin stated that at this point the Committee was not
prepared to make a recommendation.

COMMITTEE ON COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT:
Councilwoman Stark stated the Committee did work on the newsletter and

discussed the public comment policy.  The next meeting would be held on January 28th

at 7:00 p.m.

Councilwoman Wickenheiser motioned to adjourn and Councilman Rupp
seconded.  All favored this motion.
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There being no other business, this regular meeting of the Columbia Borough
Council was adjourned at 11:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Edward J. Arnold
Borough Secretary

 

 

    

        


