
More Than 77 Million People Enrolled in U.S. 

Schools, Census Bureau Reports 

Hispanic Student Enrollment Doubles in Last 20 Years 

AUG. 28, 2017 — The number of people enrolled in America’s schools reached 77.2 million in 2016, 

according to the U.S. Census Bureau. Since 1996, total school enrollment has grown 9.9 percent. 

Enrollment in kindergarten through eighth grade has not significantly changed during the past 

decade, increasing from 36.1 million in 2006 to 36.6 million a decade later. These 2016 figures show 

that non-Hispanic whites made up nearly 51 percent of all students in kindergarten through eighth 

grade, while Hispanic or Latino students made up 25.1 percent. Black students were 15.1 percent of 

the total; Asian students were 5.4 percent 

The number enrolled in high school remained steady between 2011 and 2016, while full-time college 

enrollment (undergraduate and graduate) increased over the same time for men, women and all 

race groups. Full-time college enrollment in 2016 was 75.1 percent of all college enrollment, up from 

70.0 percent in 2006 and 66.3 percent in 2000.   

Hispanic Enrollment 

The number of Hispanic students at all levels of school has grown by 4.8 million in the past decade 

(2006 to 2016), and by 9.0 million since 1996. This represents a doubling of the Hispanic student 

population in the last 20 years, a 102 percent increase.   

“We’ve seen the number of Hispanic students enrolled in schools, colleges and universities in the 

United States double from 8.8 million to 17.9 million from 1996 to 2016,” said Kurt Bauman, Chief, 

Education and Social Stratification Branch. “Hispanic students now make up 22.7 percent of all 

people enrolled in school.” 

The growth of Hispanic enrollment has been accompanied by a decline in high school dropout rates. 

In 1996, 34.5 percent of Hispanics ages 18 to 24 had not completed and were not enrolled in high 

school. By 2006 that rate had dropped to 26.2 percent, and in 2016 it was 9.9 percent, only 4 points 

higher than the national average of 6.4 percent.   

 School enrollment of Hispanic students at all levels grew 36.3 percent in the 10 years from 

2006 to 2016.  

 Hispanic college enrollment (undergraduate and graduate) grew 86.0 percent from 2006 to 

2016.  

 Hispanic students make up 19.1 percent of all college students, up from 11.4 percent in 

2006. 



 In 2016 Hispanics represented 22.7 percent of all students enrolled at all levels in 2016 

and 19.1 percent of those enrolled in college.   

Private Enrollment Declines 

Enrollment in private schools has declined by half a million over the past decade. Nursery school 

enrollment fell from 2.2 to 1.9 million, kindergarten enrollment declined by 123,000, elementary 

school enrollment dropped from 3.1 to 2.6 million, and high school enrollment dropped from 1.5 to 

1.3 million. In contrast, private college enrollment grew from 3.8 to 4.2 million. 

 


