
A new study by epide-
miologists at Columbia University says that
if the US had started imposing social distanc-
ing on March 1 -- about two weeks before
Trump finally embraced the idea March 16
and suggested that Americans start doing it --
the number of deaths from the coronavirus
would have been 83 percent lower. More
than 54,000 American lives could have been
saved by early May.

If Trump had acted decisively even a week
earlier, on March 8, up to 36,000 US lives
could have been saved, about 40 percent of
the current reported fatalities.

The study shows the tremendous price we
paid by the government's delay in taking ac-
tion, and how even small differences in tim-
ing could have prevented the worst
exponential growth, according to The New
York Times.

Instead, Trump spent weeks in January and
February pooh-poohing the threat posed by
the virus and scoffing at the notion it would
spread in the US, even though his top health
officials were saying something very differ-
ent.

Finally his task force drew him big, colorful
pictures showing how the virus was likely to
spread and kill more than 100,000 Ameri-
cans by August (we're probably going to hit
that number by the end of May), and it
dawned on him that he should do something.

And now we know that his head-in-the-sand
attitude -- and that of many state governors --
cost tens of thousands of American lives.

Of course, it wasn't just Trump. New York
Governor Andrew Cuomo, who's getting all
sorts of praise now because he's good on TV
explaining what his state is doing, also de-
layed taking action because he was more in-
terested in big-footing NYC Mayor Bill De
Blasio than taking serious action, according
to this retrospective by ProPublica.

By March 14, San Francisco Mayor London
Breed realized that the best way to try to ar-
rest the spread of the disease was to shut
down her city. She texted California Gover-
nor Gavin Newsom. He agreed, but told her
to get the surrounding counties on board to
make the shutdown more effective. She did,
and by March 16 the entire region had a stay-
home order in effect. Three days later, News-
om did the same thing for the entire state.

Meanwhile, de Blasio was thinking the same
thing about New York City. Breed sent him
a copy of her shutdown plan, and he started
talking about the possibility of a shelter-in-
place order.

Not so fast, said Cuomo. First, he didn't like
the term "shelter-in-place," as though that
was even remotely relevant. But his real
point was all about power: Only he had the
authority to order such a measure, he pro-
claimed, and he had no intention of doing so.

Five days later, his ego melted in the face of
a mounting caseload and rising deaths, and
he shut down the entire state. How many
people suffered and died unnecessarily
during that time, and infected untold oth-
ers?
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