
Borough, Chamber seek your input 
Your Chamber of Commerce has been working 

with Columbia Borough and other municipalities, 

The Lancaster Chamber, the Lancaster Economic 

Development, local chambers, and business 

associations There is a common interest in doing 

whatever is possible to keep businesses, non-

profits, and cultural organizations in business. We 

are at the virtual table, representing you. 

 

Creative thinking is important as businesses move 

toward reopening in the future when you are 

allowed to do. We will be asking for your input on 

the Lancaster County Economic Development Plan 

in the near future.  Please read the message 

below from Columbia Borough.  We encourage 

you to make your needs heard to the 

Borough.  The borough is listening and asking 

for your input. 

 

Columbia Borough, in cooperation with our 

State and County leaders,  is working on a 

plan now for getting the Borough back open 

again. 

  

We understand that the impact that COVID-

19 has had on the business community is 

devastating. 

  

With that in mind, the Borough wants to 

work with our local businesses to do all we 

can to get you back open again once you 

are legally allowed to do so. 

  

So the Borough is looking to for creative 

solutions to open. This may include such 

things as having outside dining in a portion 

of your parking lot, outside display areas, 

more temp signage, etc.  Please take some 

time and think about ways that would allow 

you to be legally open and in full 

compliance with all heath guidance and 

regulations (Federal, State, etc). If in 

coming up with this “out of the box” 

solutions, you find a borough law or 

regulations that would prevent this solution, 

let us know. 

  

Borough staff will collect these ideas, and 

we will put together a list of ordinances / 

regulations that would require some form of 

relief to allow you to reasonably get back 

open again.  Let me be clear that we 

cannot promise that any or all of the relief 

wanted will be granted but we will work with 

you to find the minimal relief needed to get 

you open again. 

 

Please send any ideas you have to both 

me (MStivers@columbiapa.net) and Deb 

LeClair (DLaClair@columbiapa.net) and we 

will compile the list and determine what if 

any relief will be needed to get you 

open.  Once we have a complete list, we 

will take this to Borough Council to consider 

as temporary relief for our businesses.  Our 

hope is that we can come up with a list that 

will apply to as many businesses as 

possible, keeping in mind that anything that 

is a life, health or safety issue or a building 

code requirement cannot be waived. 

  

For all of you, our hope is that you will be 

able to re-open your business and in time, 

grow and thrive in this great town. 
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